


INTERCONNETIONS BETWEEN PRIESTS                                               Durham, 10th July 2019  

1	
	

Buto in the First Millennium BC 
HUSSEIN BASSIR, Bibliotheca Alexandrina Antiquities Museum 
 
Buto was one of the most important cities in ancient Egypt, especially in the Western 
Delta. Several non-royal elite members’ statues with inscribed self-presentational 
inscriptions come from Buto. Many of those individuals were priests who played a 
major role in their interactions with society, as priests lived and operated in the region. 
They were related or had close relationships with other individuals in the area and 
beyond. Their self-presentations reveal the complex historical and archaeological 
settings of the period and the religious landscape of the Western Delta the First 
Millennium BC. Their inscriptions also show that they had relations with the major 
centers of Upper and Lower Egypt during that period. It is remarkable to see how those 
religious personnel strongly interacted with their territories and beyond, revealing the 
complex religious geography and predominant politics of the period. Exploring the 
professional duties, concepts, ideas, and religious and moral beliefs of those religious 
personnel will enrich our knowledge of the physical and restored landscape of the 
Western Delta in the period. My presentation will be on those religious personnel who 
were living in Buto or originating from Buto through presenting, discussing and 
studying the content of their inscribed self-presentations on their statutes, especially 
from Saite Egypt.         
 
Religious organisation in the Western Delta: interconnection between Ritual Text 
and Geography in the “Ashmun block” 
SYLVAIN DHENNIN, Laboratoire HiSoMA, Lyon 
 
The “Ashmun block” (known as Rituel de Mefky, Cairo JE 45936) is an outstanding 
source for the religious geography of Western Delta. It carries a series of toponyms, 
whose reassessment shows that they were in the vicinity of ancient Mefkat. Those place 
names were incorporated in the Rituals described in the text, mainly as a source of 
substances from the goddess Hathor. The search for archaeological traces related to 
those places, on the field and on scattered objects allows to enhance our knowledge of 
those place names and to emphasize the precise implication of geography in the Ritual.  
The document contains also some indications for the specific priests that identify their 
function alongside the deity. The reconstruction of the specific myths of the places 
mentioned in the document allows also determining the specific forms of local deities, 
mainly related to the maternal cow and the return of the distant goddess.  
 
Saite Priests at Giza and in the Delta  
CAMPBELL PRICE, Manchester Museum 
  
This paper considers two individuals with connections to Giza and the Delta. Firstly, 
it presents a recently identified shabti in Derby Museum, belonging to one Nes-isut, 
the holder of a number of sacerdotal titles referencing Memphis and the Delta, and 
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considers the find location of this piece in the so-called ‘Campbell’s Tomb’ at Giza. 
Secondly, it discusses the monuments of a certain ‘priest of royal statues’ Tja-iset-imu, 
represented by an impressive archaising statue apparently from Giza now in the British 
Museum (EA 1682), and whose tomb is to be located at Busiris in the Delta.   
 
Interactions between people and territory: the specific sacerdotal titles of the 
Western Delta during the Late Period (MAP project) 
ELENA TIRIBILLI, Durham University 
 
The paper aims at presenting the summative outcomes of the research project called 
“MAP: Inside the Mind of Ancient People: the tangible and constructed landscape of 
the western Delta in the Late Period (664-332 BC)” carried out at Durham University 
(2017-2019). The project deals with the analysis of a particular category of priestly 
titles, who lived and operated in the western Delta (2nd-07th nomes of Lower Egypt) 
and started proliferating in the private documentation during the Late Period (664-332 
BC). The role of these officials is often unclear, although they played a key role in 
shaping the religion, the political and social geography of the Delta at that time. The 
term “titres spécifiques” was coined for the first time by Jean Yoyotte and Herman De 
Meulenaere to point out this category of sacerdotal titles, usually linked to local deities 
and/or rituals connected to specific regions.  
The final aim of the paper is to shed new lights on identity of these officials, who lived 
and operated in the western Delta, comparing the private documentation with the texts 
of sacred geography and showing an entangled web of close connections and 
interactions with the territory and politics of the time. 
 
'Giving the House to its Lord': Perspectives on Shrine-carriers  
PENELOPE WILSON, Durham University 
 
The paper will discuss the potential relationships and connections between the statues 
of shrine-carriers, especially relating to the Late and Ptolemaic Period Delta, the large 
stone naoi (shrine boxes) erected in the temples of the period and the ritual of ‘Giving 
the House to Its Lord’, the final rite in the foundation ritual of the temples. The aim of 
the paper is to conceptualise the materiality of the ownership of divine space in 
miniature and at local levels and to explore the use of the shrine box as a metaphor for 
divine presence and control by both the king and high-ranking individuals. Finally, the 
purpose of the shrine-carriers in the temple ritual space and management of micro-
divine spaces within the larger cosmos of the temple will be discussed. 
 
 
 
 
	


